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DESIGN BRIEF
Project: ______________________________________________________
(name as in item 1)
How to use this template
1. Based on Annex B of DBN A.2.2-3:2014 “Composition and content of design documentation for construction” as amended by Amendments No. 1 and No. 2 (32 items), and on the Procedure for Developing Design Documentation (Order No. 45 of the Ministry of Regional Development, as in force from 28 August 2026).
1. Items may be adjusted to the project (Note 2 to Annex B). Keep items 23 and 29, civil protection and accessibility, as separate items (Order No. 45, cl. 4.2). If preparatory works are needed, state that a preparatory works design will be developed (DBN A.2.2-3:2014, cl. 4.7).
1. The client approves the brief with a qualified electronic signature after the general designer agrees it. The official document is electronic and drawn up in Ukrainian; the general designer uploads a copy to the Construction Activity Register of the Unified State Electronic System for Construction. This English version helps settle the content with foreign investors.
1. The “What to write (architect’s tip)” column contains tips from AIMM architects. Delete it before signing.

	No.
	Item
	What to write (architect’s tip)
	Your data

	1. Project and parties

	1
	Name and location of the project
	A name that states the type of construction and the place: “New construction of an apartment building with built-in non-residential premises at …”. The cadastral number of the plot. The name stays the same at every design stage (Order No. 45, cl. 8); for protective and dual-use structures it also states the type of structure, its class (group) and capacity.
	

	2
	Grounds for design
	The client’s decision to build (owner’s resolution, minutes, contract) and the details of the initial data: number and date of the MUO and the technical conditions. If MUO are not required, the legal basis for that.
	

	3
	Type of construction
	New construction, reconstruction, restoration or major repair. The type must match the project name.
	

	4
	Investor details
	Name, company registration code (EDRPOU), address. If the investor and the client are the same entity, say so.
	

	5
	Client details
	Name, EDRPOU code, address and the person who signs the brief with a qualified electronic signature. The document confirming ownership or use of the plot (or a superficies agreement).
	

	6
	Source of financing
	Own funds, a loan, public budget or mixed financing. For new construction or reconstruction financed from state capital investment or state-guaranteed loans, the brief is based on an approved (selected) investment project (Order No. 45, cl. 4.1).
	

	8
	General designer details
	Name, EDRPOU code, chief project architect and/or chief project engineer with their qualification certificate numbers.
	

	2. Design organisation

	7
	Need for investment efficiency calculations based on design options
	Whether several options should be compared by cost and return. For a developer, it pays to have two or three massing options at the concept stage, each showing its saleable area.
	

	9
	Design stages and the approval stage
	One, two or three stages, for example schematic design (EP) → design stage (P) → construction documentation (R), and which one is approved. The client and the general designer decide together (Order No. 45, cl. 11.1).
	

	13
	Construction phasing and the need for separate commissioning packages (start-up complexes)
	How many phases and what each includes. Design documentation for a separate phase can be approved only if the brief provides for it and the approved previous stage (schematic design or a feasibility study) reflects it (Order No. 45, cl. 9).
	

	15
	Instructions on the need for:
	Tick only what is needed: separate technical specifications and individual technical requirements; options or a competition; preliminary approvals; renderings, a physical model, interior drawings (including from a 3D model); research and scientific support, taking BIM into account; technical protection of information; data exchange rules and information model requirements. Also: whether a preparatory works design is needed (DBN A.2.2-3, cl. 4.7).
	

	1)
	separate technical specifications and individual technical requirements
	

	2)
	individual design solutions in several options and on a competitive basis
	

	3)
	preliminary approvals of design solutions
	

	4)
	presentation materials, models and interior drawings, their content and form, based on a digital 3D information model of the design (if needed)
	

	5)
	research and experimental work during design and construction, scientific and technical support taking into account the use of building information modelling (if needed)
	

	6)
	technical protection of information
	

	7)
	procedures for information exchange between design and construction participants and the technology for creating it; content of the requirements for project information models and modelling rules
	

	28
	Need for scientific and technical support
	Whether scientific and technical support is needed (for complex structures, high-rise buildings, new technologies) and who provides it.
	

	31
	Requirements for the electronic version of the design documentation
	Formats: PDF with a qualified electronic signature for the state e-system, drawings in DWG, an IFC information model if the project is run in BIM.
	

	32
	Bill of quantities (international measurement standards may be used)
	Format (XLSX), breakdown by sections and phases; for a foreign investor, international measurement standards if needed.
	

	3. Site and construction conditions

	10
	Engineering surveys
	What already exists (1:500 topographic survey, geotechnical investigation, building surveys) and who orders the rest. Without geotechnical data, do not promise underground floors.
	

	11
	Special construction conditions (seismicity, collapsible soils, undermined areas and areas with high groundwater, etc.)
	Seismicity, collapsible soils, high groundwater, mine workings, dense surrounding development, utilities crossing the plot. If none apply, say so.
	

	18
	Engineering protection of the site and buildings against natural and man-made hazards
	High groundwater, landslides, slopes, retaining walls, drainage. Especially for sloping plots and plots near water.
	

	19
	Environmental impact section (OVNS), taking into account the environmental impact assessment, if any
	Scope of the environmental section. If the project is subject to an environmental impact assessment, the section takes its results into account and the results are attached to the design (Order No. 45, cl. 21).
	

	4. Architecture and functional programme

	12
	Main architectural and planning requirements and characteristics, including functional groups, names and areas of rooms
	The key item for a developer: the functional programme. Room groups with areas and quantities; for housing, the apartment mix (types, areas, shares); for a hotel, the room count; for an office, the number of workplaces. Storeys within the MUO.
	

	14
	Consequence class, and design service life of the building and of its main structural and process solutions
	Consequence class CC1, CC2 or CC3 for each building under DSTU 8855, and the design service life. The class drives the expert review and the content of the design.
	

	16
	Capacity or characteristics of the project, production programme
	Key figures: total floor area, number of apartments, hotel rooms, seats or visitors, parking spaces; for industry, the capacity and production programme.
	

	17
	Landscaping and site improvement requirements
	Courtyards, play and sports areas, planting, paving, lighting, fences, waste collection points. Attach reference images if you have them.
	

	26
	Use of non-residential floors
	What goes on the ground and underground floors: commercial units with separate entrances, parking, storage, plant rooms.
	

	27
	List of buildings and structures designed as part of the complex
	Every building and structure of the complex: sections, parking, transformer substation, boiler house, pumping stations, each assigned to a phase.
	

	5. Engineering and resources

	20
	Energy saving and energy efficiency
	Target energy efficiency class, heat source (individual heating substation, boiler house, heat pump), heat recovery, solar panels, metering.
	

	21
	Technologies and/or research proposed by the client
	Structural system and materials if the client has requirements: in-situ concrete frame, timber structures, modular solutions, specific facade systems or equipment.
	

	30
	Balanced use of natural resources under DSTU 9171
	Water, energy, materials and waste: rainwater harvesting, waste sorting, reused materials.
	

	6. Safety and accessibility

	22
	Security regime and occupational safety
	Access control, CCTV, guarding, separate routes for staff and visitors; for industry, working conditions.
	

	23
	Civil protection engineering measures section
	As a separate item (Order No. 45, cl. 4.2). Whether a protective structure (blast or radiation shelter) or a dual-use structure is needed: for a new CC2 or CC3 apartment building, dormitory or hotel with more than 50 people permanently or 100 periodically, it is mandatory (Law “On Regulation of Urban Planning Activity”, Article 31(10)).
	

	24
	Fire safety requirements
	Requirements beyond the codes, if a tenant, operator or insurer sets them: sprinklers, alarm systems, smoke extraction.
	

	25
	Special measures
	Measures the specific building requires: noise and vibration protection, shielding, special regimes. If none, write “not required”.
	

	29
	Barrier-free access for people with limited mobility under DBN V.2.2-40
	As a separate item (Order No. 45, cl. 4.2): step-free entrances and routes, lifts, toilets, the number of apartments or rooms for people with disabilities.
	


Main initial data
	No.
	Item
	Your data

	1
	Urban planning conditions and restrictions (MUO)
	number and date, or the reason they are not required

	2
	Technical conditions for utility connections
	number and date for each utility: water supply (including firefighting), sewer, stormwater drainage, power, heat, gas, outdoor lighting, telecom

	3
	Design brief
	this document


Annex. Other initial data from the client
Under Annex A of DBN A.2.2-3:2014. The exact list is set out in the design contract.
	No.
	Initial data
	Status (available, ordered, not needed)

	1
	An extract from the current urban planning documentation of the area
	

	2
	A digital terrain model, a built asset information model, including a scan point cloud (if available)
	

	3
	Initial data for the civil protection engineering section (if needed)
	

	4
	Proposals on construction products and equipment with energy performance data (if known)
	

	5
	Inventory records and decisions on demolition of buildings and removal of trees (if needed)
	

	6
	Data for construction organisation and cost estimates
	

	7
	Technical specifications for engineering and process design documentation (if needed)
	

	8
	For industrial projects: product range, production programme, equipment data
	

	9
	Data for life-cycle assessment of the complex (if needed)
	

	10
	Corrosivity categories of the atmosphere, water and soil; for steel structures, the durability class
	

	11
	For reconstruction and major repair: structural survey reports, measured drawings, information models (if available), utility records
	


Explanations for each item, examples and common mistakes: aimm-group.com/en/design-brief-ukraine/
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